
The Embassy of Nepal in Tel Aviv started to prepare annual report of its programs, 

activities and active involvements from the last year, since H.E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan 

Shakya assumed her office. The report of the last year (February 2019 – February 2020) is 

already published which can be seen and downloaded from embassy's official site : 

il.nepalembassy.gov.np. 

The report you are reading right now has been prepared mentioning main events 

throughout the year. (March 2020 – February 2021). 

The Government of Nepal had announced the year 2020 as Visit Nepal Year 2020. To 

make that program a success, the embassy started doing many events in earlier 2 months 

of the year, but the program was cancelled due to the worldwide pandemic of COVID-19. 

The year was also the 60th Anniversary of Nepal-Israel Diplomatic Relations. Many events 

were scheduled to celebrate the anniversary throughout the year but most of them were 

postponed and cancelled. 

The Prime Minister of Nepal Mr. K P Sharma Oli was supposed to visit Israel this year 

and visit at the same level from Israel was also planned. But we had to reschedule 

everything due to political developments in both the countries as well as the corona crisis.  

Most of the physical programs were replaced by virtual ones, most of the daily and consular 

works were replaced by unusual and essential ones. 

In spite of the adverse situation, the embassy managed to execute many activities and was 

able to do few result-oriented and mention-worthy works. Most of the work was done 

virtually. Some events, gatherings and programs done physically were executed/performed 

following the strict health guidelines issued by Government of Nepal, Israel and Cyprus.  

High-Level Interactions: 

• On the occasion of 72nd Independence Day of the State of Israel, the Rt. Hon. 

Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli held a telephone conversation with H.E. 

Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin, the President  of State of Israel. They exchanged their 

views on combating COVID-19 and protecting people ensuring their well-

being and reviving economies. Rt. Hon. Prime Minister thanked H.E. 



President for the protection and care provided by Israel to Nepali people living 

in Israel. 

 

 

 

 

• The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli held a telephone conversation 

with the President of the Republic of Cyprus H.E. Mr. Nicos Anastasiades. 

The Prime Minister and the President exchanged views on various matters of 

common interests including co-operation between the countries and measures 

undertaken in the context of the outbreak of COVID-19. 

 

 



∇ On the occasion of 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Nepal 

and the State of Israel, Prime Minister Rt. Hon. K P Sharma Oli held a 

telephone conversation with his Israeli Counterpart H. E. Benjamin 

Netanyahu on 1st June 2020 and exchanged greetings. 

 

 

Among others, the conversation covered the global fight against COVID-19 and 

its impact in the economic and social lives of people. 

 

∇ On the occasion of 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Nepal 

and the Republic of Cyprus, Speaker of the House of Representatives of 

Nepal Rt. Hon. Agni Prasad Sapkota held a telephone conversation with 

his Cypriot Counterpart H.E. Demetris Syllouris on 8th of October 2020 

and exchanged greetings and best wishes.  

They discussed on various matters of mutual interest including co-

operation between the countries and measures undertaken in the context 

of the outbreak of COVID-19. 

 

They also agreed to form parliamentary friendship groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

∇ On the occasion of 60th anniversary of the establishment of  diplomatic 

relations between Nepal and the State of Israel, Foreign Minister Hon. 

Pradeep Kumar Gyawali held a telephone conversation with his Israeli 

Counterpart H.E. Gabi Ashkenazi  on 1st June 2020 and exchanged 

greetings and best wishes. 

 

 

 



Agreements & MoUs: 

The embassy, during this pandemic, somehow managed to sign and facilitate signing of 

few important agreements and MoUs on various subjects. A number of Agreements and 

Memorandum of Understanding(MoU)'s are still in pipeline.  

 

∇ Agreement on the Temporary Employment of Nepali 

Workers in Israel's Specific Labor Market 

 

Nepal and Israel on 30 September 2020, signed an "Agreement on the Temporary 

Employment of Nepali Workers in Israel's Specific Labor Market" during a 

program organized at the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

   

 



On behalf of Nepal, Nepal's Ambassador to Israel H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya signed  

and Israeli Foreign Minister H. E. Gabi Ashkenazi signed on behalf of Israel. With 

the signing of this Framework Agreement, the Israeli labor market has been 

opened for Nepalis. This will provide employment opportunities to Nepalis in 

caregiving sector, agriculture, hotel/restaurant, construction and others. 

 

The Implementation protocol of this agreement was signed on 21 January, 2021. 

On behalf of the State of Israel, Israeli Ambassador to Nepal H.E. Hanan Goder 

signed  and  Director General of Foreign Employment Division of Ministry of 

Labour, Foreign employment and Social Security Mr. Kumar Prasad Dahal  signed 

on behalf of Nepal. 

 

 

 

 

∇ Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on the 

establishment of Agricultural Centers of Excellence in 

Nepal 
Nepal and Israel on 30 September 2020, signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) on the establishment of Agricultural Centers of Excellence in Nepal with 

the objective of bringing Israeli agricultural technology to Nepal under the auspices 

of MASHAV, Israel's Agency for International Development Cooperation. 

Ambassador of Nepal to Israel H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya signed  on behalf of Nepal 

and the Israeli Foreign Minister H. E. Gabi Ashkenazi signed on behalf of Israel. 

 



 

With the signing of the MoU, the construction of agricultural infrastructure in 

Nepal will be accelerated and it can be believed that the construction of 

infrastructure will create employment opportunities in the agricultural sector and 

also reduce the number of Nepali youths going abroad. It is expected to make a 

significant contribution to the development of Nepal's agricultural sector. 

 

∇  Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on exemption 

of entry permit requirements for diplomatic passport 

holders 

An agreement has been signed between the Government of Nepal and the 

Government of State of Israel to exempt diplomatic passport holders from the 

requirement of entry permit. As a result, from now on, a citizen holding a 

diplomatic passport from either Nepal or Israel will no longer have to obtain a visa 

to travel to another country for a maximum of 90 days. 

 

 



Ambassador to Israel H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya signed  on behalf of Nepal and the Israeli 

Foreign Minister H. E. Gabi Ashkenazi signed on behalf of Israel. 

∇ MoU Between Nepal-Israel Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry & Israel-Nepal Chamber of Commerce  
 

On the coordination of H.E. Ambassador Dr Anjan Shakya, Nepal-Israel Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry (NICCI) and Israel-Nepal Chamber of Commerce 

under Israel-Asia Chamber of Commerce, IACC signed a historical Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) for the cooperation in the field of trade, investment, 

industry, transportation, tourism, transfer of technology, agriculture, energy, 

education and infrastructure to enhance economic relations on 21 May 2020 (First 

time via zoom webinar).  

President Mr. Shisheer Bhatta signed on behalf of NICCI and Chairperson Adv. 

Anat Bernstein-Reich signed on behalf of Israel-Nepal Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Nepali team was supposed to come to Israel for MoU signing ceremony a few 

months ago but they could not due to this corona crisis. That is why the signing 



ceremony was held virtually. Many people participated in the program such as 

officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel, diplomats, Honorary Consuls 

and business people from both countries and shared their views. Highlighting 

market opportunities on both sides, Ambassador Dr Shakya urged them to 

exchange their visits after Corona. 

 

∇ MoU Between Nepal Chamber of Commerce (NCC) & 
Federation of Israeli Chamber of Commerce (FICC)Nepal 



Chamber of Commerce (NCC) and Federation of Israeli Chamber of Commerce 
(FICC) signed an MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) on 11 January, 2021 
virtually to strengthen economic ties, especially to enhance cooperation in the field 
of trade and investment between Nepal and Israel. Mr. Rajendra Malla, Senior Vice 
President signed on behalf of NCC and Mr. Amir Shani, Vice President and Head 
of International Committee of FICC, signed representing the Israeli side. 
Both sides are committed to exchange their visits after the pandemic gets over. 

  

∇ Implementation Protocol on the Temporary Employment of 

Nepali Workers in Israel's Specific Labor Market 

An Implementation Protocol on Bringing Auxiliary Workers from Nepal to Israeli 

Nursing sector (Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Day Care Centers, etc.) has been signed on 

21 January 2021.  

Mr. Kumar Prasad Dahal, Director General at the Department of Foreign Employment 

and H. E. Mr. Hanan Goder, Israeli Ambassador to Nepal signed on behalf of Nepal 

and Israel respectively amid a function held at the Ministry of Labor, Nepal. 

Speaking on the occasion, H. E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya expressed happiness at the 

results of her continuous efforts. Stating that 1,000 Nepali people are coming to Israel's 

nursing sector immediately, she expressed her confidence that other areas of Israel's 

specialized labor market will be gradually opened up. 



"DIPLOMAT OF THE YEAR 2020" 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya has been awarded with "DIPLOMAT OF THE 

YEAR 2020" award by Ambassador's club of Israel. The Ambassador's Club hosted an 

event to honor her with the award. Although the award was announced a few months ago, 

it was not distributed due to the Corona pandemic. 

 

Ambassador H.E. Yitzhak Eldan, President of the Club and Ambassador Gil Haskel, Chief 

of State Protocol jointly handed over the award to Ambassador Dr. Shakya. Ambassador 

H.E. Dr. Shakya, according to the organization, has been chosen for the award for her 

success in making Nepal visible in Israel in a short period of time. 



Ambassador H.E. Gil Haskel, , Ambassador Michael Ronen, Deputy Chief of the 
Ministry's Asia Pacific Division, Dean of the Asia Pacific Regional Group of Ambassadors 
Myanmar's Ambassador to Israel H. E. Maung Maung Lynn, Vice President of the Club, 

Board of Directors, CEO and other personalities were present at the event. 
 

(Ambassador H.E. Yitzhak Eldan, president of the club handing over the brochure published by 
the club covering the event of the “DIPLOMAT OF THE YEAR - 2020” award to H.E. 

Ambassador Dr. Shakya.) 
 



Meetings: 

The meetings were confined to be set virtually.  Due to this pandemic, lot of new priorities 

raised, most of the old and traditional goals were sidelined. Vaccinations, medications and 

instruments became the main agendas. Embassy's most of the meetings were on the 

aforementioned subjects. However, the Embassy somehow managed to meet and discuss 

about other agendas including labor and agriculture. 

∇ Bilateral Meeting with H.E. Mr. Gabi Ashkenazi 

Ambassador H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya and the Israeli Foreign Minister H. E. Gabi 

Ashkenazi had a bilateral meeting on 30 September 2020 and discussed on various 

possible areas of mutual cooperation between the two countries. During the 

meeting, the Minister conveyed congratulations and best wishes on the occasion 

of Nepal's Constitution Day and expressed confidence that the Prime Minister and 

Foreign Minister of Nepal would visit Israel soon after the pandemic. 

 

 

Talking about the beauty of Nepal, he said that Israelis like the tenderness and 

tolerance of Nepalis which inspire them to go to Nepal. Ambassador Dr. Shakya 

pointed out the need for high-level visits and direct flights between the countries. 

Emphasizing that Israel is an old friend of Nepal, Ambassador Dr. Shakya hoped 

for more intensive cooperation between the two countries in the coming days. 

 

Ambassador Dr. Shakya also urged the Minister to open employment 

opportunities for skilled and semi-skilled Nepali workers in Israel, including 

agriculture, hospitality and construction sectors. Ambassador Dr. Shakya also 

stressed on the need of scholarships to the Nepali students in various fields, 

including health, education, energy, tourism, entrepreneurship development, 

science and technology. The Israeli Foreign Minister expressed his willingness to 

cooperate with Nepal. 

 

 

 



∇ Meeting with H.E. Mr. Ofir Akunis, Regional Cooperation Minister of State 

of Israel 

H.E.  Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya and Israeli Minister of Regional Cooperation 

H. E. Ofir Akunis met at the Minister's office on 1 February 2021. During the 

meeting, they discussed on the recent efforts for regional peace and stability, the 

importance of high-level visits and meetings, providing more employment to 

Nepalis in Israel, as well as overall aspects of Nepal-Israel relations. 

 

 

 

∇ Meeting with H.E. Mr. Asaf Zamir, Tourism Minister of Israel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Israeli Tourism Minister H. E. Mr. Asaf Zamir and H.E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan 

Shakya met at the embassy on 22 October 2020. During the meeting, H.E. 

Ambassador proposed to the Minister to bring Nepali students / workers in the 

hospitality sector of Israel and also urged to take initiative for direct air link 

between Nepal and Israel. The Minister said that he would extend all possible 

assistance in this regard. 



The Israeli Ambassador to Nepal H. E. Hanan Goder-goldberger and the 

Honorary Consul of Nepal to the Israeli city of BeerSheba, Mr. Ilan Nir, among 

others were also present in the meeting among others. 

 

∇ Meeting with H.E. Mr. Alon Schuster, Minister of  Agriculture and Rural 

Development of the State of Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya, Ambassador of Nepal to the State of Israel had a meeting 

with H. E. Mr. Alon Schuster, the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development 

of the State of Israel at the latter’s office.  

During the meeting, both discussed on the potential avenues for cooperation in 

the field of agriculture and livestock development especially towards establishing 

Agriculture Center of Excellence in Nepal. H.E. Dr. Shakya requested Hon'ble 

Minister to open the Israeli agricultural farms for Nepali farmers to work and learn 

Israeli agriculture technologies. Hon'ble Minister expressed his willingness to assist 

in this regard. 

H.E. Mr. Hanan Goder, newly appointed Ambassador of Israel to Nepal, Mr. 

Yakov Poleg, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Agriculture and Mr. Daniel 

Werner, Director, Center for International Agricultural Development Cooperation 

(CINADCO) were also present in the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

∇ High-Level Virtual Meeting on Auxiliary Workers 

A High Level Zoom Meeting was held between the Israeli and Nepali sides on 28 

July, 2020 for mutual discussions in bringing Nepali auxiliary workers in the Israeli 

labor-market. The Israeli delegation was led by Ms. Stella Rapp, the head of the 

Consular Affairs Division of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Nepali 

team was led by Mr. Harishchandra Ghimire, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Nepal. 

 

After few more meetings, Nepal and Israel on 30 September 2020, signed an 

"Agreement on the Temporary Employment of Nepali Workers in Israel's Specific 

Labor Market" during a program organized at the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

∇ Webinar on "Direction & Opportunities in Nepal" 

 The Embassy organized a Webinar on "Direction and Opportunities: Nepal" on 

27 December, 2020 in collaboration with the Israel-Asia Chamber of Commerce 

and the International Development Association, Israel (SID, Israel Branch).  

 

Mr. Maha Prasad Adhikari, Governor of Nepal Rashtra Bank and Mr. Sushil 

Bhatta, CEO of Investment Board Nepal on behalf of Nepal and Ms. Anat Carmel 

on behalf of Israel addressed the program. 

 

 

 

∇ Annual Conference on "Changing Face of Development 

Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid amid COVID-19"  

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Shakya participated in the Annual Conference on "Changing 

Face of Development Cooperation and Humanitarian Aid amid COVID-19" 



organized by the Jewish Society for International Development (SID), Israel in 

coordination with this Embassy.   

The virtual event was attended by Ministers and high-ranking officials from various 

countries, working in the field of international development and humanitarian aid 

in coordination with more than 150 Israeli public, private and academic 

organizations with similar objectives. 

 

 

Hon'ble Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nepal, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Gyawali, 

participated in the program as the keynote speaker and addressed the common 

issues of Nepal and Southeast Asian countries. 

 

 



∇ Meeting with Dr. Asher Salmon, Head, IR Department, MoH, Israel 

 

H.E.  Ambassador Dr.  Shakya and the Head of the International Relations 

Department of the Israeli Ministry of Health Dr. Asher Salmon met at the  

National Emergency Operations Center in the Ministry of Health of Israel. 

 

During the meeting, to exchange knowledge and experience on the 

treatment of COVID-19, between Nepal and Israel in the immediate 

future, they agreed to form a working group comprising officials from the 

two countries. It was discussed to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

to enhance mutual cooperation on Regulation of pharmaceuticals, medical 

devices and logistics, capacity building trainings for medical doctors and 

other health professionals (a draft of the MoU has also been exchanged). 

 

∇ Meeting with Mr. Netanel Lapidot, DDG,  Ministry of Construction 

and Housing, Israel 

H.E. The Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya had a meeting with the Deputy 

Director General (DDG) of the Ministry of Construction and Housing of 

the State of Israel Mr. Netanel Lapidot at the Nepal Embassy.  

 



During the meeting, both discussed about the potential avenues for 

cooperation in the field of construction. Dr. Shakya requested the DDG 

to open the Israeli construction sector for Nepali workers/builders to work 

and learn Israeli building technologies. "Nepali people are hard-working 

who have been complimented for the making of today's middle east 

countries," she said. 

The DDG expressed his willingness to assist in this regard. 

 

∇ Meeting with Hon'ble Ms. Niru Devi Pal 

An important zoom meeting was held in the presence of Hon'ble Niru Devi 
Pal, Chairperson of the Committee on Women and Social Affairs of the 
Federal Parliament of Nepal, and the Secretaries of the Ministries of 
Tourism, Labor, Foreign Affairs and Law, Nepali ambassadors to the Gulf 
countries including Israel and representatives of various organizations 
including NRNA. 
 

 

On the occasion, H.E. Ambassador Dr. Shakya spoke about the problems, 

security, facilities and rights of workers and students living in Israel and 

Cyprus, highlighting the initiatives taken by the government to address the 

problem and the steps to be taken in the coming days. 

 

∇ Virtual Interaction Program on Role of ICT for Commercial 

Agriculture 

A virtual interaction program on "Role of ICT for Commercial 

Agriculture" had been organized by Digital Transformation Committee of 

Computer Association of Nepal (CAN) on 3rd February 2021. 

Speaking as the chief guest at the interaction, H.E. Ambassador Dr. Shakya 

said that the development of the country could not be imagined without 

the development of the agricultural sector as almost two-thirds of Nepal's 

population is dependent on this field. 

 

She also stressed on the need to modernize and diversify agriculture 

through maximum utilization of information technology. 

 

 

 



 

 

∇ Meeting with Mr. , Mayor of Arad Municipality 

H. E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya had a meeting with the Mayor of Arad 

Municipality, Israel at the latter's Office yesterday. Arad is a small planned 

city with around 30,000 population which is located at the southern belt of 

Israel, about 2 km above the Dead Sea. 

 



The Ambassador and the Mayor discussed on the matter of establishing 

sister city relations between Arad Municipality and suitable Municipality of 

Nepal. The Ambassador stressed to increase cooperation on Technology 

Transfer and Innovation among others. 

On the occasion of 60 years of diplomatic relations between the two 

countries, the Embassy has planned to plant a tree in Arad region and 

requested to the Municipality to provide space. Accordingly, the 

Municipality is agreed to provide space inside a newly constructed park. 

The meeting with Mayor and his team was followed by a short tour of the 

same park and viewpoint. 

  

The Ambassador and the Mayor were accompanied by the Advisor to the 

Mayor and Second Secretary of the Embassy. 

 

∇ Meeting with Mr. Nir Ben Hyamo, Mayor of Tamar 

Regional Council 
H. E. The Ambassador met with the Mayor of Tamar Regional Council, 

Israel at the latter's Office. Tamar Regional Council covers the southern 

border of Israel including the Dead Sea. 

The meeting with the Mayor and his team was followed by a short tour of 

the site with the monument presenting a unique bond between Nepal and 

Israel. The monument shows unique and special relations between the two 

countries in the sense that stones brought from the Mount Everest, the 

highest point on the earth and the Dead Sea, the lowest point on the earth 

are mounted there. 

The Monument contains text in the Hebrew, English and Nepali languages 

since its establishment in 2010. Some error in the Nepali text was found 

during previous visits of the site. So, Nepal Embassy requested the Ministry 



of Foreign Affairs of the State of Israel and Tamar Regional Council for 

correction. Now, the text has been corrected by the Council upon the 

request of the Embassy. 

 

∇ Meeting with Mr. Gilad Cohen, Deputy Director-General, 

Head, Asia and Pacific Division 
H.E. Ambassador Dr Anjan Shakya participated in a Virtual meeting with Mr 

Gilad Cohen, Deputy Director-General, Head, Asia and Pacific Division, Eyal 

Sisso, Deputy Director, Consular Affairs Division and Ms Sigal Yavets, 

Director, Protocol Department of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel 

regarding the situation caused by COVID-19. 

During the meeting, H.E. Dr Shakya thanked Israel government for its support 

and security to Nepali citizens living here. She also raised the problems of 

Nepali community residing in Israel created with this situation and asked 

government officials for their support in this regard. 



  Ambassadors from countries of Asia Pacific region to Israel participated in 

the virtual meeting. 

 

∇  Virtual Meeting with Dr. Shalmon, Ministry of Health 
H.E. Ambassador Dr Anjan Shakya participated in a Virtual meeting with H.E. 

Mereon Reuben, Chief of Protocol, MFA, Israel, Dr Salmon, Ministry of Health of 

Israel, Prof Mor Yosef, PIBA and other High-level officials from Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of Israel regarding the situation caused by COVID-19. 

 

During the meeting, H.E. Dr Shakya thanked Israel government for its support and 

security to Nepali citizens living here. She also raised the problems of the Nepali 

community in Israel in this situation and asked government officials for their support 

in this regard. 

 

More than 150 people including diplomats from 90 missions in Israel participated in 

the virtual meeting which was coordinated by H.E. Ambassador Mr Meron Reuben, 

Chief of Protocol. 

 



∇ Meeting with Foreign Secretary and Secretary of Industry, 

Commerce and Supplies of Nepal 
On January 26, 2021, Discussions have been held on the effectiveness of 

export promotion programs run by various Nepali missions under the joint 

auspices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Commerce of 

Nepal. In this regard, H.E. the Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya made a 

presentation from Nepal Embassy, Tel Aviv. 

 

Dr. Shakya assured that Embassy is leaving no stones in its duty to fulfill it's 

responsibility to work for the benefit of Nepalis in Israel and Cyprus and to 

be active in promoting tourism, trade and investment under economic 

diplomacy by being a bridge between the Government of Nepal and the 

Government of Israel and the Government of Nepal and Government of 

Cyprus. 

 

 

 

 



Other Important Meetings: 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Activities in Regard of COVID-19 Pandemic 

As repeatedly mentioned above, most of the physical programs were replaced by virtual 

ones, most of the daily and consular works were replaced by unusual and essential ones. 

In the earlier months, Embassy's main focus was to safeguard Nepali people working in 

Israel and Cyprus and repatriating them to Nepal. Whereas in later few months, we were 

busy collecting different kinds of aids from Israel to Nepal in combating this pandemic. 

Few COVID-19 related activities conducted by the Embassy are as following.  

∇ Repatriation flight to Nepal from Israel and Cyprus  
Initially, when COVID-19 was new, daily cases in Israel & Cyprus were larger than 

that of Nepal and Nepali people working here were panicking. They just wanted 

to return to their homeland. Government of Nepal started repatriation from all 

over the world. Since there is a small number of people working in Israel, we were 

in low priority in repatriation which was pragmatic even.  Embassy that is why 

started collecting data of all people who were in Cyprus and Israel at that time and 

who wanted to get back using online forms.  

 

 

Online form data collection was almost effective. Many people who wanted to go 

back to Nepal registered. But, only 60 people from Israel and around  500 from 

Cyprus filled out the form for returning to Nepal. To bring Nepal Airlines to Israel 

only for 60 people was almost impossible. So, after a lot of work, lot of alteration 

of plans, few reschedules, on July 3, 2020, Embassy managed to send 39 people 

from Israel and 86 from Cyprus who were in dire need of returning home. 

 



 

∇ Repatriation by IOM, Cyprus  
On September 18, 2020, 63 Nepalese from Cyprus were repatriated in free of cost 

by International Organization for Migration (IOM). The Embassy, Honorary 

consulate of Nepal in Cyprus and NRNA, Cyprus facilitated the repatriation. 

 

∇ Bringing Back to the Job 

People who were working in Israel and went to Nepal for their vacation got stuck 

due to bans on International flights and lockdowns in both of the countries. They 



were worried about losing their jobs because most of their re-entry visa were 

expired already. Some of them had not got time to renew their labor permits. The 

Embassy coordinated with both Israeli & Nepali sides and brought 26 of them 

back to Israel. 

∇ Medical Supplies from Israel to Nepal 
The Embassy requested MASHAV (Israel's Agency for International 

Development Cooperation) to assist Nepal in combating COVID-19. As a result 

of that, MASHAV via Israeli Embassy in Kathmandu, handed over medical 

supplies to Nepal on 16 June 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 



∇ Formation of NICI  
After the fruitful interaction held on 26 May, 2020 among Doctors and concerned 

officials both from Nepal and Israel, Nepal-Israel Corona Initiative (NICI) was 

formed for the exchange of information, sharing of knowledge and experiences 

between Nepali and Israeli Doctors to jointly combat COVID-19. 

 

 

 

The NICI held several meetings/webinars on different subjects related to COVID 

– 19 and is still active. 

 

 



 

∇ Israeli Doctor's Team in Nepal  
Before outbreak of Corona virus in Nepal, Embassy facilitated a visit of Israeli 

Doctors to Nepal. A team lead by Prof. Eli Schwartz visited few hospitals in 

Kathmandu and gave a comprehensive presentation on importance of 

telemedicine in pandemic in Ministry of Health and Population, Nepal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

∇ A 13-member ad hoc committee was formed under the co-ordination of 

the embassy comprising representatives of the embassy and various 

organizations working in Israel with the objective of enhancing mutual 

coordination and cooperation for the protection and welfare of Nepalis 

living in Israel against COVID-19. The committee co-ordinated in many 

cases. 

In the same way, the Embassy coordinated with Honorary consulate of 

Nepal in Nicosia, NRNA, Cyprus and other organizations working in 

Cyprus for protecting Nepalese in Cyprus. 

NRNA Cyprus and other organization distributed relief package for those 

who lost their job due to Corona and were facing bigger problems and were 

in dire need. The Embassy facilitated in distribution by coordinating with 

Cypriot authority. 

 

∇ Video conference on Status of Nepal Abroad in Pandemic 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Shakya participated in a meeting with Hon'ble Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Mr. Pradip Kumar Gyawali, Hon'ble Minister of Labor, 

Employment and Social Security Mr. Rameshwar Yadav, H.E. Ambassadors and 

Heads of Nepalese Missions to South Africa, Malaysia, Japan and South Korea and 

and other high level officials of the Government of Nepal. She briefed about 

Corona infection in Israel and Cyprus, situation of Nepalis here, problems / 

negative effects of Corona in Nepalis, problems that may arise now and suggested 

some way forward. 

 

 



 

∇ Video conference on Status of Nepal Abroad in Pandemic 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Shakya participated in a video conference with 

Hon'ble Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Pradip Kumar Gyawali, Foreign 

Secretary, the Ambassadors / Head of Missions of the Nepalese Mission 

in the Gulf countries and senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. She briefed about Corona infection in Israel and Cyprus, situation 

of Nepalis here, problems / negative effects of Corona in Nepalis, 

problems that may arise now and suggested some way forward. 
 

 

The Hon'ble Foreign Minister directed the embassy to be ready as the 

government is doing extensive homework on the issue of returning to 

Nepal in a phased manner by giving priority to those who have to stay 

abroad and return to Nepal. 

 

∇ Nepali Ambassadors' Virtual Meeting 
Nepali ambassadors to various Gulf countries (GCC, MENA region) and 

Malaysia and Pakistan discussed current issues through video 

conferencing on 22nd April 2020. Discussions focused on the impact of 

COVID-19 on Nepalis living in the area and future action plans. 

 

 

 

 



 

The Embassy had meetings with several Institutions and companies such 

as KLP Maman, NSO Group, Chambers of commerce for the 

purchase/grant of different items such as testing kits and softwares and 

medical testing kits related to Covid - 19 in different times.  

 

Meeting with NSO Group 

Meeting with KLP Maman 

Meeting with Chamber of Commerce of Israel 



 

Activities on the Occasion of 60th Year of Friendship 

The year 2020  was also the 60th Anniversary of Nepal-Israel Diplomatic Relations. Many 

events were scheduled to celebrate the anniversary throughout the year but most of them 

were postponed and cancelled. 

On this auspicious occasion, the Prime Minister of Nepal Mr. K P Sharma Oli was 

supposed to visit Israel and same level of visit was planned from Israel also. But we had to 

reschedule everything due to latest political development in both the countries and the 

corona – crisis.  

In spite of the adverse situation, the Embassy organized few mention worthy programs as 

following: 

∇ Publication of Book "NEPAL-ISRAEL RELATIONS" 

1st June 2021 was the date of 61st anniversary of diplomatic relations between  

Nepal and the State of Israel. In these 61 years, the bilateral relations, paved by 

mutual cooperation, goodwill, understanding and friendship have expanded in 

various developmental and cooperation areas. 

In spite of this long and cordial relation, one can find only few written literature 

on Nepal-Israel Relations. The Embassy, that's why, has published a book titled 

"NEPAL-ISRAEL RELATIONS" which is the compilation of the wisdom, 

contemplation and knowledge of the prominent personalities of our two countries 

and aims to disseminate the information about our mutual friendship. 



∇ Olive Tree Planted in Arad Municipality 
On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the establishment of Nepal-Israel 

diplomatic relations, in collaboration with the Arad Municipality, H.E. 

Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya and the Mayor of Arad Municipality Mr. Nisan Ben 

Hamo jointly planted an olive tree in the Yehoshafat Central park, Arad. A board 

with Hebrew, English and Nepali text has been placed next to it for information 

about tree plantation. 

 

The olive tree has been planted there to take the relationship between the two 

countries to the local body and people's level. 

 

 

CEO of Arad Municipality Mr. Gary, Assistant Mayor Mr. Elchanan, Second 

Secretary of the Embassy Mr. Arjun Ghimire, Attaché Mr. Pradeep Sagar Giri and 

others were present at the event. 

 



∇ Program to Honor Gali Atari 
"Nepal Harekhokha: Nepal Far Away" - a popular Hebrew song about Nepal, 

Recorded in 1988, sung by Israeli singer Ms. Gali Atari, Music by Mr. Ariel Zilber 

and written by Ms. Rachel Shapira. 

 

In lyrics it is mentioned that Somewhere far away in Nepal, there is a statue of a 

bird made up of stone (which was in Patan). The song beautifully describes the 

myth that the bird will one day fly and after flying, peace will be established all over 

the world and there will be no wars. Due to the influence of this song, the area was 

being chosen by the Israelis, which was devastated by the earthquake of 2015 AD. 

However, for almost three decades, the song has been motivating Israelis to visit 

Nepal. Some Israelis have even said that they went to Nepal after hearing this song. 

This song, which is easily found on YouTube and other websites, is popular even 

today and the singer Atari sings this song in recent concerts. 

 

Gali Atari, Ariel Zilber and Rachel Shapira, the creators of this super hit song, 

which is working as a cultural bridge between Nepal and Israel, have been honored 

by the Embassy in Tel Aviv on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the 

establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries. 

Israeli Minister of Culture and Sports H.E. Chili Tropper and H.E. Ambassador 

Dr. Shakya jointly honored them with certificates. At the end of the program 

Ambassador Dr. Shakya and Ms. Atari jointly performed the song. 



∇ Program honoring Ms. Neichu Mayer 

The booklet "Sitapaila" written by Ms. Neichu Mayer, wife of Former Israeli 

Ambassador to Nepal H. E. Yaron Mayer, has been published. Through the 

booklet, the ambassador's wife tries to elaborate the experience of her child while 

living in Nepal (Sitapaila, Kathmandu). 

On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations between Nepal and Israel, The Nepalese Embassy honored Ms. Neichu 

Mayer for the publication of "Sitapaila" by organizing an event at the Ambassador's 

residence in Herzliya. 

 

Mayer family as well as the head of the Asia Pacific Division of the Israeli Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Gilad Cohen and other officials of the Ministry, 

Ambassador Designate to Nepal H. E. Hanan Goder, Nepali doctors studying / 

working in Israel, Israeli friends of Nepal (about 30 people)  were present in the 

program. 

 

 



Other Programs 

 
∇ "Finding Serenity & Happiness" Program  

The Embassy together with the Health & Lifestyle committee of the International 

Women's Club (IWC), Israel organized a virtual lecture on "Finding serenity and 

Happiness" on 12 October, 2020. 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya, Ambassador of Nepal to the State of Israel, in her speech, 

briefly explained the wonders of Nepal and its role as a center of spirituality.  

 

In the program, Master L. P. Bhanu Sharma, life coach & president, Jeevan Vigyan 

Kendra, Kathmandu explained the meaning, importance and techniques of the 

meditation. Also, he instructed a short practical session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



∇ Ambassador for A Day Program 

On the occasion of the International Women's Day, The Women in Diplomacy 
Network organized an educational project: "Ambassador for a Day" with the idea 
that the female ambassadors, female diplomats can empower the girls and provide 

an example to show them the possibility that one day they could have a 
professional diplomatic career and may even become an Ambassador. 
 
Nepal Embassy volunteered to host 2 girls (Ms. Hanadi Abu Hasana & Ms. Liat 
Rada) from Na'amat Lod high school on 5 March 2020.  
 

 

∇ 2564th Buddha Jayanti Program 

In previous years, the Embassy and various Nepali organizations in Israel 

used to jointly organize Buddha Jayanti in memory of Gautam Buddha, the 

glorious national hero of Nepal and the light of Asia. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

The Embassy organized an exchange of good wishes and interaction 

program on the occasion of the 2564th Buddha Jayanti on 7 May, 2020 

through the internet software Zoom. 

 

∇ National Day 2020  

As a preventive measure of COVID-19 spread, the state of Israel entered 

into 3 weeks lockdown. So, the Embassy decided not to host any formal 

National Day reception in 2020.  

Instead, Embassy prepared a special video by compiling video messages 

and wishes from H.E. President of the State of Israel, H.E. President of 

the House of Representatives of the Republic of Cyprus and other 

distinguished personalities. 

 



 

 

The Embassy organized a separate exchange of good wishes and 

interaction program on the occasion of the national day through the 

internet software Zoom. 

∇ Facilitation for Honorary Trade Representative in Cyprus 
 On the recommendation of the Nepal Embassy in Tel Aviv, the Nepal 

Chamber of Commerce has appointed Mr. Ranjit Mahato, a Nepali 

resident of Cyprus, as Honorary Trade Representative of Nepal Chamber 

of Commerce for Cyprus. He was given the responsibility by the Vice 

President of Nepal Chamber of Commerce Mr. Kamalesh Agrawal during 

a virtual program organized on 5 February 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulating Mahato on his appointment as Honorary Trade 

Representative, Her Excellency the Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya urged 

to play a role in increasing the very small bilateral trade even after 40 years 

of the establishment of Nepal-Cyprus diplomatic relations. He also said 

that Nepal's export trade should be increased by attracting investment from 

Cyprus in view of the trade deficit with Cyprus as most other countries. 

 



 

Participation and Visits 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya and oher diplomats participated several programs, 

seminars, visits, tours and workshops throughout the year. Most of them were virtual 

due to the pandemic. But, after the waiver of lockdown, the Embassy was invited and 

participated physically in many events. Some of them are mentioned below: 

 

∇ Independence Day e-Reception 
H. E. Dr. Anjan Shakya, Ambassador of Nepal participated in the e-Reception 

hosted by H. E. Mr. Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin, the President of the State of Israel on 

the occasion of Independence day of Israel. H. E. Mr. Israel Katz, Foreign 

Minister, Ambassador Meron Reuben, Chief of State Protocol, Heads of Foreign 

Diplomatic Mission based in Israel, among others attended the event. 

 

∇ "Ambassadors and Bees" Program 

H.E. Ambassador Dr Anjan Shakya participated in an Online discussion program 

"Ambassadors and Bees" with Ambassadors in Israel where she presented Nepal.  

 

 

 

 



∇ International Program of Students in Agriculture 

H. E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya participated in the International Program 

of Students in Agriculture on July 28, 2020 at Agrostudies college for a tour and 

held meeting with H. E. Gabi Ashkenazi, Minister of Foreign Affairs, H.E. Alon 

Schuster, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Other Ambassadors, 

Directors and students of Agriculture Centers/colleges. 

∇ Geriatric Home Visits 
Regarding the forthcoming agreement between Nepal and Israel at the 

government level on bringing caregivers from Nepal to Israel's nursing sector 

(Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Day Care Centers, etc.), H.E. Ambassador Dr. 

Anjan Shakya visited  few Geriatric Centers on 22 September 2020.  



∇ "Or Asraf Lookout" Visit 
On Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya's birthday (on 19 October 2020), she met 

with family of the late Or Ashraf, the Israeli backpacker who lost his life during 

2015 earthquake in Nepal. He was the only Israeli casualty of the massive 

earthquake and was hiking in Langtang region of Nepal, when the quake struck. 

 

The Ashraf family, in his memory, has built "Or Asraf Lookout" in Lahav forest 

where Or used to hangout with his friends. At the Lookout, There is a plaza 

paved with stone,  which has left twist of land symbolizing the Langtang glacier. 

The Lookout, which has mesmerizing view, is developing as a picnic spot. 

 

∇ Knesset Committee on the Status of Women & Gender Equality 

Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya participated a special meeting of the Knesset 

Committee on the Status of Women and Gender Equality marking the twentieth 

anniversary of UNSC Resolution 1325. She was invited by MK Oded Forer, 

Chair, Committee on the Status of Women and Gender Equality. 

 She highlighted the provision incorporated in the Constitution of Nepal 2015 

for gender equality and women empowerment. 

 



∇ Rambam Hospital Visit 
Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya and DCM Mr. Arjun Ghimire visited Technion 

institute and Rambam hospital based in Haifa city of Israel. Mr. Nimrod Berger, 

Honorary Consul of Nepal to Haifa and his colleagues joined in  Haifa. 

 

∇ Mamanet Tournament 
The Kfar Saba Municipality of Israel hosted the first International Under-17 

Volleyball Tournament and the first International Women & Youth Mamanet 

Tournament in Kfar Saba. 

 

 

 

The closing ceremony of the tournament was hosted by the Minister of Regional 

Cooperation H. E. Ofir Akunis. H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya participated as the guest 

of honor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



∇ Holocaust Remembrance Day 

H. E. Dr. Anjan Shakya participated the Event of International Holocaust 

Remembrance  Day - Memorial Candle Lighting organized by Protocol Division, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State of Israel where Ambassadors and Heads 

of Mission from 90 diplomatic mission based in Israel were present. 

 

∇  Other Meetings/Programs 

 

H.E. Ambassador Shakya participating program 

organized by Center for Diplomacy and 

Development 

H.E. Ambassador Shakya participating program 

organized by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel 



 

 

Zippori Park Visit with other Diplomats : Organized by MFA, Israel  

Israeli Company : Spacecom Visit 

H.E. Ambassador Shakya participating 

program organized by MCTC 

H.E. Ambassador Shakya participating 

program organized by The 

Ambassadors' Club of Israel 



 

 

 

Archea Visit 

Caesarea Visit organized by Ministry of Tourism, 

Israel 

Caesarea Visit organized by Ministry of Tourism, 

Israel 



 

 

Sedot Negev Agricultural Center 

Farm Visit 

International Women's Day Program 

Organized by ACI, Israel 

H.E. Ambassador Shakya participating 

program organized by The 

Ambassadors' Club of Israel 



 

Independence Day Program 

Organized by ACI, Israel 

College Visit 

School Visit 

Tour organized by MFA, Israel 



  

Welcoming new Chief of 

Protocol H.E. Mr. Gil Haskel 

Food Diplomacy Event 

Hanuka Celebration 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. 

Shakya with Israeli artist 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yad Vasheem Visit 

Meeting with Yair 

Lapid 

Yarkon Park Visit 

Organized by Ministry of Tourism, Israel 
International School Visit 



 

Rabin Square Visit 

Love in the time of Corona: Photo Israel Event, Tel Aviv 

NWC Program 



  

 

H.E. Ambassador Participating in 

Rosh Hashana reception at 

President's Residence  

Tel Hashomer Visit 

Program Related to Cyber and 

Technology in  Tel Aviv 

University 

Science Diplomacy Program 

organized by Ministry of Science 

& Technology 

Knesset Briefing 

Embassy team with Nepali Artists 



 

 

 

 

 

Briefing By Asia Pacific Division MFA, Israel 

Virtual Hanuka Reception hosted by Chief of State Protocol Amb. Gil Haskel 



 

Few Nepali Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

NRN PM Program 

Women Chamber 

NRN Program 

Women in Diplomacy organized 

by NIICE 
International  Nepali Society, 

Israel 



 

Other Active Involvements 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Anjan Shakya and other diplomats participated in several 

programs, seminars, visits, tours and workshops throughout the year organized by 

several institutions. Most of them were virtual due to the pandemic. But, after the waiver 

of lockdown the Embassy was invited and participated physically in many events. 

Pictures taken from some of the major events are below: 

 

Meetings and Programs with Other Ambassadors & Diplomats 

 

Ambassadors from Asia Pacific 

Region to Israel 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Shakya & DCM Mr. 

Ghimire with their Philippino counterparts 

Ambassadors from Asia Pacific 

Region to Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Australian Ambassador to Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. Gil Haskel (Middle), Chief of 

Protocol & H. E. Hannan Goder, Israeli Ambassador to Nepal  



 

 

 

From Left : DCM Mr. Ghimire, H.E. Dr. 

Shakya & H.E. Australian Ambassador to 

Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Cypriot Ambassador to Israel (In 

White Shirt) 

From Left : H.E. Korean Ambassador, His Spouse, 

H.E. Thai Ambassador, H.E. Dr. Shakya, Sri 

Lankan Ambassador's Spouse & Sri Lankan 

Ambassador 

Nepal Embassy Family with H.E. Hanan 

Goder and His family  

Nepal Embassy Family with Indian 

Embassy family  



 

 

 

 

 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya & DCM Mr. 

Ghimire with Indian DCM 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Ambassador of Kenya to Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Thai Ambassador to Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Thai Ambassador to Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Burmese Ambassador to Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Ambassador of Rwanda to Israel 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ambassadors from Asia Pacific 

Region to Israel 

Ambassadors from Asia Pacific 

Region to Israel 

Ambassadors from Asia Pacific 

Region to Israel 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with Mr. 

Dharmendra, Head, Consular 

Section, Indian Embassy 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya with H.E. 

Ambassador of Ghana to Israel 

Nepal Embassy Team with ACI 

(Ambassadors Club of Israel) Team 



Active Involvement of H.E. Dr. Shakya in International 

Women's Club of Israel (IWC) and It's Several Programs 
 

Zumba Group 
Online Dance Session 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya in IWC 

Meetings 

Book Club Discussions 



 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Shakya with  

Ms. Nurit Koren (in Black),  

MK, & her family 

H.E. Dr. Anjan Shakya experiencing 

Druze culture and food 

Nepali Tea in Israel 

H.E. Dr. Shakya and DCM Mr. 

Ghimire with Ambassador Eynat 

Shlein, Head of MASHAV 



News Cuttings 

We would like to thank The Jerusalem Post, The Israel Today, The Jewish 

Travelers, Gorkhapatra, The Rising Nepal, The Republica, Annapurna Post, 

Nagarik Dainik, The Himalayan Times and other print and digital 

media for covering our events & programs. They have covered 

many of our events. Few of the printed and published news cuttings 

are mentioned below:  
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